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fresh, exact and final If they can so impress the mind
after more than a hundred years, how must they have
impressed those that heard them for the first time? Davy's
electrical theory of chemistry remains the basis of the modern
conception of chemistry. How brilliant and weirdly new it
must have appeared to his audiences in the Royal Institution
and at the Royal Society! The new views were so clearly
and enthusiastically expressed.

Davy showed the way to the scientific industrial society
of the nineteenth century. Like the hitherto unparalleled
achievements of that society, his genius was immense and
often vulgar. He pursued science and snobbery with equal
vehemence. He was the first man to explain adequately the
importance of science to society, and he began the task of
systematically introducing scientific method into all forms
of industry. Humanity was fortunate to have such a guide
at one of the most important periods of its history.
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